GEORGE DEWEY

Mail steamer sailing from San Francisco on Decem-
ber 7, and report to Acting Rear-Admiral McNair
on board the flag-ship Olympia as his relief.

In the month that I had remaining in Washing-
ton I studied all the charts and descriptions of the
Philippine Islands that I could procure and put
aside many books about the Far East to read in the
course of my journey across the continent and the
Pacific. At that time, not one man in ten in Wash-
ington thought that we should ever come to the
actual crisis of war with Spain.

Whether there was likelihood of war or not, it
was my duty to make sure that the squadron was
properly prepared for any emergency and that not
a single precaution was left to chance. Inquiry about
the quantity of ammunition in the squadron devel-
oped the fact that there was not even a peace allow-
ance. Although a further supply had been ordered,
no one had seemed to think it necessary to facili-
tate its shipment, thanks largely to the red tape of
official conservatism.

Naturally it was my business to request that it
should be forwarded immediately. The department
informed me that the trans-Pacific steamers would
not receive it, that no merchant-vessel could be found
to take it, and that it would have to await the sailing
of the U. S. S, Charleston, then under repair and not
likely to be in commission for six months. Vigor-
ously supported by Mr. Roosevelt, I finally sue-